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John Flynn, the leader of Lippes Mathias’ Municipal Law Practice Team,
has occupied a multitude of public service roles that directly translate to
his knowledge of municipal law and representation of clients. Before
joining Lippes Mathias, Mr. Flynn served nearly two terms as Erie County
District Attorney, prosecuting virtually every crime committed in Erie
County, including the prosecution of misdemeanor cases in the city, town,
and village courts; the prosecution of felony cases in State Supreme
Court and Erie County Court; and the prosecution of cases in several
specialty courts. Prior to being elected as Erie County District Attorney,
Mr. Flynn also served as an Assistant District Attorney, Acting Buffalo City
Court Judge, Town Justice in the Town of Tonawanda, Tonawanda Town
Attorney, and as a member of the Tonawanda Town Board. Mr. Flynn’s
record as a public servant, in which he forged many lasting relationships,
is emblematic of his ability to counsel clients of the firm on nearly all
matters that fall within the sphere of municipal law. 

In addition to earning his Bachelor of Arts degree from Bowling Green
State University and his J.D. from the University at Buffalo School of Law,
Flynn, a decorated U.S. Navy veteran, is a graduate of Naval Officer
Candidate School, Naval Justice School, and Navy Supply Corps School.
After he fulfilled his naval commitment, Flynn returned to Buffalo, NY, and
attended the University of Buffalo School of Law. While in law school he
continued to serve in the Naval Reserves. Upon graduation from law
school in 1995, he went back on active duty and served in the Navy
Judge Advocate General’s (JAG) Corps. He served as a Navy attorney at
Pensacola Naval Air Station, in Pensacola, FL, where he was also
appointed a Special Assistant United States Attorney. He then served his
final two years on active duty at the United States Naval Academy, in
Annapolis, MD, as the Officer-in-Charge of the Office of Legal Counsel
and as an instructor. Flynn was awarded the Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal and two Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medals during his time on active duty. 

CAPABILITIES
Litigation

Municipal Law
Government & Corporate
Investigations



As Erie County District Attorney, Flynn served as president of the District
Attorneys Association of the State of New York (DAASNY), as president
of the National District Attorneys Association (NDAA), and is a lifetime
member of the Council on Criminal Justice (CCJ). 

EDUCATION
University at Buffalo School of Law, J.D., 1995
Bowling Green State University, B.A.

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
New York State Justice Task Force

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 
"Brownfields: County Considerations and Opportunities," County
Attorneys' Association of the State of New York's Annual Meeting
(CAASNY), Presenter, May 2024

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE

New York



LEDA PACELLI-SZABO, GBDS 
Vice President, Employee Benefits 
Leda.pacelli-szabo@usi.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Leda joined the insurance industry in 1996 as a customer service 
representative with Blue Cross and Blue Shield. She has worked 
with employers of all industries to communicate and advocate 
for employee benefit transparency. Leda holds a specialty in 
working with municipalities, school districts and private entities. 
She has a focus on insured and self-insured plans.  

 

Prior to assuming her position with USI, she worked in a strategic role with Excellus 
Health Plan and Univera Healthcare as a Pharmacy Unit Trainer, Strategic Account 
Manager and Pharmacy Benefits Consultant specializing in the self-funded 
employer group marketplace.  Leda has served in various Consultative Roles to 
manage client expectations and provide enthusiastic, tactical plan design 
solutions. 

 

Leda has a bachelor's degree in health science and business management from 
the State University of New York College at Brockport.  She is a licensed Life, 
Accident and Health Agent, certified Health Care Reform Specialist, and a 
Certified Group Disability Specialist. 

 

Leda is an emerging leader with the United Way and a  representative on the 
Western NY Council Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA). She is a 
member and leader in the governance and human resource committees for Oak 
Orchard Health, a health care center serving Western New York.   
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Will Pekrul, CPCU, CIC, AAI  
Vice President, Property & Casualty 
will.pekrul@usi.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Will began his career in the insurance and risk management 
industry in 2006 and joined USI’s Upstate New York team in 
2020. He has worked as a trusted advisor with clients in a 
variety of industries with a primary focus in education, social 
service, healthcare, and other non-profit organizations. Will 
leverages expertise in data analytics, cost-efficient risk 
financing program structures, and operational risk 
management to deliver value to his clients and their 
stakeholders.   

 

Will earned a Bachelor’s degree from University of Florida and a Master’s degree 
from Florida International University. Demonstrating a dedication to continuous 
learning and professional development, Will has achieved industry designations 
including Chartered Property and Casualty Underwriter (CPCU), Certified 
Insurance Counselor (CIC), and Accredited Adviser in Insurance (AAI).  

 

Will is active in his community, having been elected to the Pine Valley Central 
School District Board of Education in 2022, graduated from Chautauqua 
Leadership Network’s class of 2023, and serves as President of the Dunkirk-Fredonia 
Rotary Club. A Florida native, Will moved to Western New York with his wife and 
son in May of 2020 to manage their family’s event venue, The Barn at Farrington 
Hollow.  
 



Frederick Floss, Ph.D. 
Professor - Economics and Finance 
Buffalo State University 
Senior Fellow, Fiscal Policy Institute 
flossfg@buffalostate.edu

Fred Floss is professor of Economics and Finance at Buffalo State University where he 
teaches courses in both economics and finance including microeconomic theory, 
econometrics, public finance, investment and portfolio management, and forecasting.  He is 
currently a member of the Buffalo Fiscal Stability Authority and the past Chairperson and 
current board member of the SUMMIT Board of Directors (a school for autistic and 
developmentally challenged students). Floss previously served as the Statewide President 
and Vice President of Academics for United University Professions.  While at UUP he 
served as their chief negotiator for the 2007-2011 contract, which represented 36,000 
academic and professional faculty in the SUNY system. He is also a senior fellow at the Fiscal 
Policy Institute where he was their third Executive Director. Floss has published numerous 
articles in economics and finance including higher education finance, gender inequity and 
forensic economics.     

https://economics.buffalostate.edu/faculty/frederick-floss
mailto:flossfg@buffalostate.edu



